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B O M B S  ÖVE R S W E D E N
Sweden, Scandinavia’s historie neutral, has 

long avoided w ar and the appurtenances of war.
It is part of the irony of m odem  history tha t tha t 
country should now find itself in  the disagree- 
able, foreign-elected position of providing a na- j  

tional laboratory for a vast war experim ent. For j  

ra th e r more thån a month the Swedish air has j  

been filled w ith increasing quantities of rocket 
bombs. Characteristically, the missiles, various 
in type, possess long lum inous tails sim ilar to 
meteors.

So evident is the likeness, indeed, th a t origin- 
ally i t  was officially—and even popularly—sup- 
posed that the phenomena were nothing more or 
less thån a rem arkable excess of meteors. How- 
ever the projectiles havé increased in  num ber 
from 100 daily to as many as 200 a day; and last 
Sunday night w hat was described as a “sw ärm ” 
of the robot bombs passed över Stockholm itself.

Ominous as the manifestations are, it appears 
from scientific examination that the projectiles 
are in them selves harm less and non-explosive. 
Nor, fortunately, havé the fears of possible dam- 
age if the missiles were to land in a densely popu- 
lated area materialized. Nonetheless they are 
not pleasing phenomena, and despite the reported 
calm  of the Swedish public, it is probable that 
some alarm  has been occasioned.

Some dismay at the phenofnenon is readily 
understandable, altogether apart from any inher- 
ent danger. Officials havé been entirely correct, 
consistently refusing to speculate on the possible 
source of the rockets. However the general di- 
rection which they take—southeast to northw est 
—indicates an origin along the Russian-controlled 
Baltic coast of Germany, w ithin the form er Baltic 
S tates or even from the U.S.S.R. itself.

The Swedes are determ ined not to imagine 
tha t the spate of bombs indicates m ilitary prep- 
arations against the ir country. A t the same time 
the psychological effect of the “m ysterious” 
bombing has been considerable and has opened 
unexpected welis of speculation. Unofficial opin­
ion appears to be pessimistic, believing tha t the | 
robots are merely unusual prelim inaries to poli- j 

tical dem ands from  a neighboring stale. The ! 
optimists, however, are certain  tha t there is some 
norm al explanation, even though none has been | 
given for the month of silent bombing that has 
made of Sweden one vast experim ental target for 
an unknown bomber.

All Sweden and all civilization w iji h-öpe— 
even against hope—that the  bombs are indeed ac- ! 
ciden ts; th a t they are not the m ilitary prelude to 
a new machiavellian diplomatic policy in North- j 
em  Europe.


